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A Report on the State of
World Languages Implementation
in New Jersey

Introduction

The following report is based on information compiled in the first data collection of K-
12 world languages programs conducted by the New Jersey Department of Education
(NJDOE) and sent to all chief school administrators in spring 2004.The electronic data
collection was undertaken in response to requests from the State Board of Education,
education and business organizations, the media, parents and the public-at-large. It
addresses the extent to which New Jersey students are receiving world languages
education that meets the state’s standards and complies with administrative code. The
purpose of this report is twofold: to provide the public and policymakers information
about the status of world languages program implementation and to utilize quantitative
data on program implementation to assist districts with the establishment and
maintenance of high-quality programs leading to student demonstration of language
proficiency. It will also establish a baseline to track improvements in the quality of
programs offered.

The data consists of enrollment figures and program information for the 2003-04 school
year reported by each school in all New Jersey school districts on key world languages
opportunity-to-learn indicators such as staffing, instructional hours, curricular offerings
and program models.

The results of the world languages data collection support the need for similar surveys
in all core curriculum content standards areas currently not included in the statewide
assessment program. The department intends to create a data collection system to
identify areas of strength and areas in need of improvement in the implementation of the
state standards.

IN NEW JERSEY
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Background

Since 1996, New Jersey public schools have been required to provide all students with
instruction in world languages at the elementary and secondary school level. The New
Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards for World Languages and the World
Languages Curriculum Framework provide local school districts with guidelines for
the development of quality instructional programs and extended sequences of world
languages instruction. Implementation of the standards has been accompanied by a
strong professional development program for teachers and administrators offered by the
department in collaboration with other organizations such as the Foreign Language
Educators of New Jersey, New Jersey Principals and Supervisors Association, New Jersey
colleges and universities and the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign
Languages. The department has placed particular emphasis on early language learning
and the development of well-articulated K-8 world languages programs and underscores
this commitment with a minimal five-credit high school graduation requirement that for
some students may be their culminating, or tenth year, of language study. New
regulations also allow students to fulfill the high school requirement by earning credits
through a traditional seat time program or by passing a proficiency-based exit test by the
end of eighth grade.

The New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards
for World Languages

The New Jersey standards reflect the philosophy and goals found in the national
standards, Standards for Foreign Language Learning in the 21st Century
(ACTFL,1999), and student performance expectations at the Novice, Intermediate and
Pre-Advanced levels as outlined in the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign
Languages Performance Guidelines for K-12 Learners (1998).The standards reflect the
latest research on second language acquisition and best practice for instructional
methodologies and assessment. They are generic in nature, are designed for a core
subject, and are meant to be inclusive for all languages taught in New Jersey’s schools
(New Jersey Department of Education, 2004).
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The vision of the standards is to prepare New Jersey students for the
demands of an interdependent world by:

® Teaching world languages for communication;

@® Heightening students’ linguistic and cultural awareness of their local, state,
and world community;

® Encouraging interdisciplinary and workplace readiness connections that
may involve business and community members as mentors and models; and

@ Preparing students for using a world language(s) in whatever career
choices they make.

A Standards-Based Curriculum: What Does It Provide?

For Students—it gives a real world purpose for learning a language.

For the classroom teacher—it guides lesson planning, focusing on broad
goals while providing indicators and topics that assist in charting student
progress as language learners. Indicators are not lists of vocabulary or
grammar, but functional communication and culture goals that are both
within reach and motivating for students.

For the teacher of the next level—it outlines real evidence of student
achievement.

For administrators—it provides a focus for classroom observations.

For the community—it provides a basis for accountability.

(Adapted from Planning Curriculum for World Languages, 2002)
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The Components of a Quality K-12 World Languages Program

Implementation of the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards—This
is reflected in district curriculum and assessments.

Adequate Time Allocations—Time is needed to develop language competence.
International research shows that there are no shortcuts to attaining even
“functional” language competence.

A Focus on Content—The second language itself is not the primary focus of
study; it becomes a means through which areas of student interest are explored
through the language. The focal point is meaningful communication through
tasks that emerge from academic content in other curricular areas and non-
academic areas of interest and importance as well. Content in the grade-level
curriculum is learned, reinforced, or enhanced while second-language skills are
acquired and developed.

Ongoing Assessment—World languages assessments allow students to
demonstrate what they can do with language, showing the evolution of their
growing language proficiency through multiple sources of evidence, using real-
world tasks rather than relying solely on pencil-and-paper tests. Assessments are
connected to a wide range of content and variety of instructional strategies

practiced in K-12 classrooms and, most importantly, have the primary goal of
emphasizing language learners’ achievements.

Use of Standards-Based Instructional Methodologies—Students come to
world languages classrooms with different interests and varying intelligences
and learning styles. Instructional activities and assessments should reflect these
needs. Teaching and learning strategies used in the world languages classroom
are multi-faceted and based on students becoming actively involved with their
own learning. There is more student activity than teacher activity in most
lessons. This includes student-to-student interactions as well as teacher-to-
student interactions.

Professional Development for Teachers—Professional development is ongoing
and directly focused on student achievement and learning needs since the
benefits gained from one-day, how-to workshops are very limited. Some
examples of site-based, job-embedded approaches include peer coaching,
teacher study groups, mentoring, professional development portfolios, and
action research. Teachers may participate in school or district networks that
strengthen content knowledge and pedagogy using a variety of approaches.
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PART I. K-12 World Languages Offerings

Table 1: K through 12 World Languages Offerings (2003-2004)
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*Qther languages include Greek, Portuguese, and Arabic.

Over 90 percent of New Jersey schools, 97 percent at the high school level, offer students
the opportunity to study Spanish. Most high schools offer students the opportunity to
study other languages: 80 percent offer French, 40 percent offer Latin and between 35-
40 percent, Italian and German. Among the less commonly taught languages, less than
five percent of high schools offer Russian, Japanese and Chinese.At the K-8 level, Spanish
is the most common language offered followed by French, Italian and German. However,
the number of elementary schools offering languages other than Spanish at the K-5 level
is less than 10 percent. At the middle school level, approximately 37 percent of schools
offer French and less than five percent offer Italian, German or Latin.

With the exception of Spanish, it is noteworthy that the languages most commonly
offered in schools are not the most commonly spoken world languages (e.g., Chinese,
Hindi). This trend is seen on the national level. According to a 2002 survey by the
American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL), there were almost
seven million students in American public schools enrolled in world languages classes in
grades 7-12 with 92 percent of the students studying Spanish, French and German. Only
8 percent were studying other world languages, as reflected in the chart below.

Table 2: Languages Studied by Public School Students in the U.S

Spanish | French | German | Italian Japanese | Russian

68.70% 18.30% 4.80% 1.20% @ 2.70% 0.8% 0.2% 1.3%

(ACTFL, 2002)
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PART II: K-12 Staffing

Table 3: Percent of New Jersey World Languages Classes
Taught by Highly Qualified* Teachers by School Organization
(2003-2004)

Percent of W L Classes Percent of Classes in all
School Organizations Taught by Highly Qualified | Content Areas Taught by

Teachers Highly Qualified Teachers

Elementary Schools 88.3% 96.1%
(self-contained)

Middle/Junior High Schools 90.5% 91.6%
(departmentalized)

Secondary Schools 94.6% 94.5%
(departmentalized)

All Schools 91.6% 94.3%

*Highly Qualified by criteria established by the 2001 No Child Left Behind Act

In New Jersey, highly qualified teachers deliver world languages instruction at most grade
levels. At the K-5 level, several factors contribute to the fact that only 88.3 percent of
teachers are highly qualified. The first is the use of classroom teachers and media or
computer technology as the instructional model in some schools. Another factor is that
some teachers at the K-5 level hold conditional certificates. A conditional certificate
allows teachers five years to complete certification requirements. This means that most
of these teachers are in the process of completing the necessary requirements to obtain
a New Jersey certificate and highly qualified status. Due to provisions in the No Child Left
Behind Act, the department is no longer able to issue conditional certificates.
Subsequently, this will not be a contributing factor in future data reporting.
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PART IIl: Elementary World Languages Programs
New Jersey’s Core Beliefs for Elementary World Languages Education
All elementary school students should have access to high quality,
ongoing and systematic world languages instruction. This belief is based
on current research that indicates:
Young children are at an optimal time to learn other languages;
Children in early second language programs where curriculum is aligned

with other core areas show gains in standardized tests of basic skills and
derive additional cognitive and affective benefits;

Early language learning results in improved literacy skills. Reading and

writing processes are similar for first and second languages. Skills and
strategies are transferable from first to second language and vice versa. A
well-constructed elementary world languages curriculum positively
influences literacy skills in both first and second language learning; and

Improved second language capability for New Jersey students can be
realized through uninterrupted, well-sequenced, long-term language
instruction beginning in the early grades. It cannot be achieved through a
two-year instructional model as evidenced by the experience of many
adults.

K-8 Staffing Models

With growing enrollments in elementary world languages programs since 1996, the
demand for world languages teachers has increased.To address this need, the department
first created a conditional certificate to attract professionals that are native speakers of a
language other than English and have earned a college degree.This certificate proved to
be very useful in recruiting substantial numbers of desirable candidates. However, since
the implementation of the No Child Left Behind Act, the conditional certificate was
eliminated. The department also entered into an agreement with an international teacher
placement agency that provides highly qualified teachers from other countries. Several
years ago, New Jersey had 140 international teachers serving districts throughout the
state through the Visiting International Faculty Program. Since that time, the number of
international teachers requested by districts has declined primarily because most

IN NEW JERSEY
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districts wish to hire teachers that will remain in the district beyond a three-year period.
Since these international teachers possess a J-1 visa, the visa requirements do not permit
them to stay in the country beyond the three-year limit. In addition, the department has
sponsored annual world languages teacher recruitment days which tap into the pool of
available teacher candidates in the tri-state area. Currently, New Jersey teacher
preparation programs are reporting an increase in the number of world languages
students in their pre-service education programs. The Alternate Route Program also
continues to augment the supply of world languages teachers.

Table 4: Relative Use of Staffing Models by K-8 Grade Band

100
- Other
80 E Media/Comp.
- Other Tchr.
60

40

20

K-2 3-5 6-8

The graph above illustrates that certified teachers deliver instruction most frequently at
all grade levels.The “Other Teacher” group represents certified K-8 teachers and teachers
holding conditional certificates that are in the process of obtaining a standard certificate.
Since the adoption of the standards, K-8 teachers have been permitted to teach world
languages on a half-time basis.Teachers with K-8 endorsements wishing to teach full-time
must fulfill the new requirements adopted in 2004 that include attaining a passing score
on a test of oral proficiency and completing an approved world languages methodology
course.Additionally, all new applicants wishing to teach world languages part-time or full
time must fulfill the new requirements.

The use of media (e.g., videos) or computer technology is more prevalent in the lower
elementary grades and sometimes serves as the sole vehicle of instruction. Media
programs can supplement, but cannot replace, meaningful interactions that take place
between the teacher and students. Studies on the effectiveness of video programs as an
instructional model reveal that the success of this approach is dependent on the quality
and intensity of follow-up by a world languages specialist.
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The “Other” group includes paraprofessionals or classroom assistants that are instructing
with a certified teacher in the classroom (e.g., high school students, pre-service teachers,
parents, or other interested adults from the community). This option may not suitable
over a long period of time because it demands an extended commitment from the world
languages instructor and a high degree of reliability to deliver the program with
consistency. It also demands careful oversight of the instructional process and goals of
the program by a world languages supervisor to ensure students are meeting the
required standards and indicators.

K-8 World Languages Offerings and Enrollment

Table 5: K through 8 World Languages Enroliment (2003-2004)
(n=904,637)

Other 3,766
Russian 1,310
Japanese 1,425
Chinese 2,572
American Sign Language 3,154
Latin 3,817
German 10,930
Italian 18,358
French| | 76,343
Spanish | 624,434

NotEnrolled | ] 190,069 , ,

J
0 200,000 400,000 600,000 800,000 1,000,000

*Qther languages include Greek, Portuguese, and Arabic.

Student enrollment data for grades K-8 indicates that Spanish dominates as the language
of choice. Most elementary programs only offer students the opportunity to study
Spanish. French is available as a student option in less than 10 percent of K-5 schools
followed by Italian. At the middle school level, there is more choice of languages offered
to students. In addition to Spanish, French predominates at 37 percent followed by
Italian, German and Latin in less than 5 percent of schools. There has been a growing
interest in American Sign Language since the adoption of the standards. The less
commonly taught languages are rarely offered as a choice of language in grades K-8 as
reflected in enrollment data. It is important to note that the New Jersey World
Languages Curriculum Framework recommends that the choice of languages should
be made based on the following criteria:
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Community interest: This includes parental input and the cultural heritage of the
community, as well as the changing demographics of the community. As communities
vary, so will their world languages program offerings. The creation of dual-language/dual
immersion programs is an excellent way of capitalizing on the languages spoken in the
community and of coalescing previously disconnected groups of children in a school. It
is also a means of taking advantage of available resources such as staffing, materials, and
existing programs within a district.

Potential for articulation: It is important that districts decide which languages will be
offered at the elementary and middle school levels in order to provide continuous
language instruction through high school. Long range planning and ongoing evaluation
of program articulation are necessary to ensure an effective articulation process. A K-8
program implemented in only one language will most likely have an adverse effect on
enrollments in other languages at the high school level.

Availability of qualified teachers and instructional materials: This includes existing
district world languages staff, classroom teachers who have high levels of proficiency in
a world language(s) and cross district collaboration as well as language specific materials
to support a quality program.

Languages most frequently spoken in the world community: This serves a larger need
to prepare students who have proficiency in critical need languages and cultures that are
currently playing dominant roles in global affairs. Because of their level of difficulty, many
of the most commonly spoken languages in the world today require much longer contact
time to achieve usable proficiency. However, these languages reflect the needs of the
21st century and are in demand in many of the diverse communities that exist
throughout the country, by business, government and the private sector. Attaining high
levels of proficiency in globally dominant languages affords students an added advantage
in seeking future employment opportunities.

These data also show that approximately 200,000 students at different grade levels at the
elementary level were not receiving required instruction in world languages as set forth
in administrative code. Recommendations for addressing this problem may be found in
the last section of this document.

Program Quality

N.J.A.C. 8-3.1(a)2 states that district boards of education shall ensure that curriculum
and instruction are designed and delivered in such a way that all students are able to
demonstrate the knowledge and skills specified by the Core Curriculum Content
Standards. This means that districts must ensure that all students learn a world
language in a program designed to meet state standards. Because providing a
thorough and efficient education remains a priority in New Jersey schools, all students
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should be given the opportunity to learn a world language in a program that offers
appropriate time allocations and quality instruction. A program that does not offer a
sufficient amount of contact time and class sessions per week assumes less student
proficiency from the outset and denies students access to quality instruction aligned to
the standards. Success for all students in world languages depends not only on specifying
the appropriate content, but also on establishing learning environments that facilitate
student learning of a world language (i.e., classes meet consistently for multiple times per
week throughout the school year).

The world languages standards document provides recommended time allocations to
enable students to achieve the standards based on second language acquisition research.
This information may be found on page 5 of the 2004 revised standards.

Instructional Time in K-8 World Languages Programs

Table 6: World Languages Minutes of Instruction per Week
(2003-04)

300

240

180

120

Minutes of Instruction

60

Uucs PK K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Grade Level

The data above indicate that the average amount of instructional time in grades K-5 is a
little over 50 minutes per week. The average minutes of instruction increase
incrementally to approximately 160 minutes in grade eight. While the department does
not prescribe the number of minutes of instruction per week to achieve the standards,
it recognizes that students will not have sufficient opportunities to learn without
adequate time allocations in a regularly scheduled sequence of instruction. It is
important to note that the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages
recommends that students be enrolled in elementary programs that meet from three-five
days per week for no less than 30 minutes per class, and in middle school programs that
meet daily for no less than 40 minutes per class (ACTFL, 1998).

IN NEW JERSEY
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Table 7: World Languages Number of Sessions per Week

(2003-04)
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While numerous factors contribute to the acquisition of a second language, two key
factors are time and intensity of instruction. The data above show that in grades K-5,
world languages instruction takes place between one and two times per week and in
grades 6-8, between three and four times per week. While there is an increase in the
frequency of instruction in grades 6-8, the number of contact sessions still falls below the
recommended frequency of instruction of three to five sessions in grades K-5 and five
sessions in grades 6-8 (ACTFL, 1998).

Based upon the data provided, it can be ascertained that most students are acquiring
minimal levels of language proficiency. As a result, K-5 world languages students learn
some basic words and phrases and develop some linguistic and cultural awareness in the
language studied. Many students are likely not meeting stated goals and objectives in the
world languages standards. Learning environments that facilitate student acquisition of a
second language include scheduling classes that meet consistently for multiple times per
week throughout the school year.

The best way to understand the differences among various program models is to visit
successful programs in action. All programs share four qualities: flexibility in the face of
fluctuating financial support; close teamwork among language professionals,
administrators, classroom teachers and parents; strong leadership that has been key to
program success; and finally, a strong commitment to the program and to the goals
of elementary or middle school language education. Contact information for
2004-06 World Languages Model Program Resource Centers may be found at:
http://www.state.nj.us/njded/aps/cccs/wl/resource.htm#1.
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Table 8: Integration of Other Subjects into World Languages Instruction
(2003-04)
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Approximately 40 percent of K-8 programs consistently use content from other core
areas as the content of the world languages class with the language serving as the tool
of instruction.The shift from solely linguistic content to content that reflects the broader
K-8 curriculum may be attributed largely to the intensive professional development
programs offered to world languages practitioners since the adoption of the standards.
These programs are the result of the collaborative efforts between the department and
other organizations, such as the Foreign Language Educators of New Jersey, the New
Jersey Principals and Supervisors Association, the American Council on the Teaching of
Foreign Languages, and many New Jersey institutions of higher education.

The movement towards content-related instruction reflects an important shift in the
teaching and learning of world languages in New Jersey. Research has shown that
students develop advanced levels of language competency most successfully when they
are engaged in meaningful and challenging communication about non-language subjects.
The use of content in the world languages classroom is also strongly supported by both
second language acquisition theory and brain research.The content of important topics
and ideas helps students understand the world in which they live and who they are.
Content also helps students respond to important questions that extend learning beyond
the classroom.The focus of the world languages curriculum has been expanded from the
idea that the content of language instruction is language only to the idea that a world
language is an effective tool to communicate content. World languages can no longer be
viewed as an isolated area of the curriculum where learning is separate from what is
taking place in other content areas. Learning through languages other than English has
now become part of all student learning, heightening the importance and visibility of
world languages to the entire school community.

IN NEW JERSEY
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District Implementation of K-8 Programs

Issues of Non-Compliance

The world languages data collection provides information on the extent to which
programs were implemented in the 2003-04 school year. A fully implemented program
means that world languages instruction takes place at every grade level in grades K-8. In
order to understand what a partially implemented program means, it is necessary to
review the language found in New Jersey Administrative Code pertaining to world
languages instruction.

N.J.A.C.6A:8-1.1 (a) requires districts to ensure that all K-8 students study a world
language. This codifies the implementation of the world languages section of the core
curriculum content standards originally adopted by the New Jersey State Board of
Education in May 1996. On April 7, 2004, the State Board of Education adopted the 2004
revised world languages standards that continue to include the required study of world
languages in K-8.Accordingly, districts are required to have a world languages program in
place at every grade level in grades K-8. Therefore, for purposes of this survey, a
partially implemented program has been defined as one that is not offered at
every grade level in grades K-8.

Qualitative Data and Reporting Inconsistencies

It is important to note that as part of the department’s analysis of survey data, qualitative
data was also obtained from districts regarding program implementation that was
included in a section for additional comments on the electronic survey. Phone calls
were then made to districts in August and September 2004 to verify the data reported
prior to the completion of this report. Further verification of data was conducted by the
county offices of education in March 2005. These verification measures revealed
inconsistencies in reporting by some districts. Please be aware that the District Summary
Profile of World Languages Programs in K-8 found on page 29 of this report reflects
information provided on the electronic survey for the 2003-04 year only and does not
reflect programs that were added, or for that matter, cut back or eliminated in schools
subsequent to that time period.
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What Constitutes Having a Program

The data provided in the survey show a wide variation in what districts defined as
“having a program.” Quantitative data on time and frequency of program as well as
qualitative data reveal that a program is defined for some districts as teaching a few
words in the target language, singing songs in the language, having occasional cultural
celebrations, or having world languages instruction generally “infused” in the curriculum
by a teacher(s) that may or may not speak the language in various content areas. While
one can report such program descriptions as constituting a program on paper, these
programs will not enable students to meet the outcomes defined in the standards. A
pedagogically sound program in any content area has a well designed curriculum that is
closely aligned with the standards at various benchmark levels, uses age-appropriate
instructional methodologies and employs assessment strategies to measure student
performance and growth at regular intervals. Moreover, in world languages programs, the
expectation is that the program is delivered in the target language from the earliest
grades.While the standards and framework are highly supportive of content integration,
content-related programs reinforce and enhance content in a continuous, systematic way
while also developing language skills in a spiraling and recursive manner.These programs
require a well designed curriculum that includes assessment of both content knowledge
and language skills.

The variation of interpretation on what constitutes a program is an important factor for
consideration when reviewing quantitative data on student enrollments in programs in
K-8. Such wide interpretation suggests that some programs may not be providing an
instructional environment for all students to achieve the world languages standards.

IN NEW JERSEY
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Part IV: High School World Languages Programs

Table 9: World Languages Offerings and Enroliment

9-12 World Langages Enrollment
Out of 382,132 Students
(2003-2004)

Other || 1,074
Chinese | 507
Russian| 578
ASL| 631

Japanese || 777

German 8,885
Latin| | 11,030
Italianj 16,085
French: 38,872

Spanish . . _ | 163871
0 50,000 100,000 150,000 200,000

*Qther languages include Greek, Portuguese and Arabic

A total of 244,902 students were enrolled in world languages instruction in grades 9-12
during the 2003-04 academic year. Since this is the first data collection conducted by the
department on the state of world languages implementation, there is no comparative
data. This graph depicts a similar language enrollment pattern as in grades K-8. Spanish
remains the language most frequently studied by high school students followed by
French, Italian, Latin and German. Non-European languages such as Chinese, Japanese or
Arabic are offered in only a very small percentage of schools. There is a great need for
individuals who speak world languages that have been identified as central to global
literacy and that are important for future state and national economic and security and
human needs. In 2001, the National Commission on Asia in the Schools released a report
Asia in the Schools: Preparing Young Americans for Today’s Interconnected World.The
report concluded that American students had rudimentary knowledge about global
issues and cultures. In addition, the report emphasized that language instruction did not
reflect the realities of the interconnected world of the 21st century—a world that
requires individuals who are proficient in current major world languages. The
department is currently pursuing strategies that will support the implementation of
programs in the less commonly taught languages.
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Advanced Placement Programs

Table 10: New Jersey World Languages AP Grade Distributions
Administration Date: May 2004

Number of Students for Each Examination

Ll Ll L

o = | .8 & L8| .5

< = =z < = < i

- < <35 < v > v <

O] o = O o = O s

AP Z L x Z L < Z <

Grade 9 4 oS 4 % S & S

5 89 6 38 19 24 688 23

4 168 12 42 17 30 605 48

3 209 18 46 37 49 623 77

2 125 19 34 32 38 372 14

1 138 8 9 37 26 239 29

Total 729 63 169 142 167 2527 191

Mean 2.92 2.83 3.39 2.64 2.93 3.45 312
Grade

Copyright © 2004 by College Entrance Examination Board. All rights reserved.

Visit apcentral.collegeboard.com (for AP professionals) and
www.collegeboard.com/apstudents (for AP students and parents).

This data shows the distribution among various world languages in both student
participation and performance in the Advanced Placement Program

The 2004 data reflects an increase in the total number of New Jersey students taking
advanced placement tests in a world language by approximately 25 percent in
comparison with the corresponding 1999 data.
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Table 11: Schools Offering Spanish for Native Speakers (SNS) Programs

COUNTY

DISTRICT

SCHOOL

GRADES

Atlantic

Atlantic City

Atlantic City HS

9-12

Egg Harbor Township

Egg Harbor Twp. HS

9-12

Bergen

Bergen County Vocational

Bergen County
Vocational-Technical
School -Teterboro

9-11

Englewood City

Dwight Morrow HS

Lodi Borough

Lodi HS

Palisades Park

Lindbergh HS

Ridgefield Park Township

Ridgefield Park
Junior/Senior HS

Teaneck Township

Teaneck HS

Camden City

Camden HS

Woodrow Wilson HS

Cherry Hill Township

Cherry Hill West HS

Cumberland

Millville City

Memorial HS

Vineland City

Vineland South HS

Essex

Bloomfield Township

Bloomfield HS

Millburn township

Millburn HS

Newark City

Barringer HS

Central HS

Technology HS

Hudson

Bayonne City

Bayonne HS

Harrison Township

Harrison HS

Hudson County Vocational

North Hudson Center

Jersey City

James ). Ferris HS

William L. Dickinson

Kearny Township

Kearny HS

North Bergen Township

North Bergen HS

Union City

Emerson HS

Union Hill HS

West New York

Number 1 HS

Mercer

East Windsor Regional

Hightstown HS

Middlesex

Highland Park Borough

Highland Park HS®

New Brunswick City

New Brunswick HS

North Brunswick

North Brunswick HS

Perth Amboy City

Perth Amboy HS

Piscataway Township

Piscataway Twp. HS

South Brunswick

South Brunswick HS

South Plainfield

South Plainfield HS
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GRADES
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Monmouth

Long Branch City

Long Branch HS

9-1

Ocean Township

Ocean Township HS

9-12

Morris

Dover Township

Dover township HS

9-12

Morris School District

Morristown HS

9-12

Mount Olive Township

Mount Olive HS

9-10

Randolph Township

Randolph HS

9-12

Ocean

Toms River Regional

Toms River HS North

10-11

Passaic

Clifton City

Clifton HS

9-12

Passaic City
Passaic County

Passaic HS
Passaic County

9-12
9-12

Vocational-Technical

Technology Institute

Paterson City

Eastside HS

11-12

John F. Kennedy HS

9-12

Somerset

Bound Brook Borough

Bound Brook HS

9-12

Hillsborough Township

Hillsborough HS

9-1

Union

Elizabeth City

Elizabeth HS

9-12

Roselle Borough

Abraham Clark HS

9-12

Spanish-speaking students who arrive in classrooms with diverse levels of English-
language proficiency should be given the same opportunity as others to learn world
languages. In the best-case scenario, they should be provided with opportunities to
maintain and develop native language skills and also to study another world language
in addition to English at some point in their schooling. When referring to students who
fall under this description, schools have used terms such as English as a Second Language
(ESL) students, bilingual education (BE) students, limited English proficient (LEP)
students, or English language learners (ELL). These students may be able to understand
spoken language, but are unable to speak beyond words and phrases. Others can speak
the language fluently, but cannot express themselves in writing. Some can understand
and speak the language well, but have limited reading and writing skills. Finally, there are
those students who can function at a high level in all language skill areas.

What implication does this diverse population of Spanish-speaking language students
have for world languages instruction? It is important that Spanish for Native Speakers
(SNS) courses are offered to address the varying linguistic needs of the students and to
provide appropriate cultural and literary content. This goes beyond the goal of having
students participating in Spanish advanced placement programs. The ultimate goal of
instruction for these students should be to speak and write Spanish effectively
in an occupational or professional setting.

19




20

A REPORT ON THE STATE OF
WORLD LANGUAGES IMPLEMENTATION

IN NEW JERSEY

Teachers often experience difficulty working with heritage language students in world
languages classes with monolingual students.This issue is addressed by various heritage
language experts in a volume entitled Spanish for Native Speakers, part of a professional
development series produced by the American Association of Teachers of Spanish and
Portuguese. The essence of this response seems appropriate for any language class with
heritage and English-dominant students and is not only applicable to Spanish. “Ideally,
mixed classes should not exist because they are pedagogically unsound. Heritage
speakers of Spanish should be in SNS (Spanish for Native Speakers) courses that address
their specific needs” (Samaniego & Pino, 2000, p.32).

Supplementary World Languages Instruction

Table 12: Schools Granting Credit for World Languages Instruction Received
at Other Institutions or through Distance Learning

Colleges or Universities

Non-Public Institutions -
|

Other Districts

Distance Learning .
0

| | |
100 200 300 400

Number of Schools

New Jersey schools most commonly grant credits received from other districts (142
schools in 57 districts) rather than from non-public institutions (120 schools in 46
districts) or colleges and universities (88 schools in 71 districts). Distance learning has
been underutilized as a mechanism for students to earn credit for the study of languages
not routinely offered in the school district. Distance learning was used in 49 schools in
398 districts during the 2003-04 school year.
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PartV: International Education

The study of a world language(s) is an important component of international education
which focuses on increased student knowledge and awareness of other regions of the
world, their languages and cultures. Because of New Jersey’s growing role in
international business and trade, the need for our students to function in the society and
workplace of a globally interconnected world is greater than ever. New Jersey’s Core
Curriculum Content Standards for World Languages lay the groundwork for excellent
international education programs by emphasizing well articulated sequences of language
study beginning in the early grades that will lead to growing language and cultural
proficiency. International trips and exchanges provide an excellent means for students to
experience other languages and cultures beyond New Jersey’s borders. In the 2003-04
school year, 1807 students in 55 schools took 84 trips to 18 countries. 891 students also
participated in exchange programs with other countries in the Americas, Europe, Asia
and Australia and 33 schools reported partner/sister school programs with 14 countries.

Table 13: Participation in International Trips (Countries and Numbers of Students)

. AsIA | ___EUROPE | _ THEAMERICAS

Japan (35) Austria (22) Argentina (3)
Russia (22) England (35) Bahamas (40)
France (152) Canada (822)
Germany (99) Chile (3)
Italy (269) Costa Rica (2)
Russia (22) Cuba (15)
Paraguay (1)
Peru (30)
Spain (226)

Table 14: Participation in Student Exchange Programs

AUSTRALIA (40) ASIA EUROPE THE AMERICAS

Japan (56) Denmark (28) Argentina (1)
Korea (1) England (26) Brazil (2)
Russia (12) France (232) Columbia (1)
Taiwan (1) Germany (174) Mexico (28)
Turkmenistan (1) Greece (18)
Vietnam (1) Italy (90)
Russia (12)
Serbia (1)
Slovakia (18)
Spain (130)
Sweden (6)
Ukraine (2)

IN NEW JERSEY
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Table 15: Countries Participating in Partner/Sister School Programs

AUSTRALIA (2) ASIA EUROPE THE AMERICAS

China (1) Austria (1) Argentina (10)
Japan (5) England (2) Costa Rica (1)
Russia (1) France (7) Mexico (1)
Germany (11)

Israel (1)

Italy (6)

Russia (1)

Spain (6)

Sweden (1)

Table 16: International Program Models

The following programs assist with the development of international knowledge and
skills by exposing New Jersey’s students to international languages and cultures.A brief
explanation of each program follows.

PROGRAM MODELS NUMBER OF DISTRICTS NUMBER OF SCHOOLS
International Baccalaureate 8 18
United Nations Program 13 18
Sister School Linkages 22 17 (11 planned)
Multicultural Curriculum 75 195

The International Baccalaureate Program

This program aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who
help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and
respect. The International Baccalaureate Organization (IBO) works with schools,
governments and international organizations to develop challenging programs of
international education and rigorous assessment. These programs encourage students
across the world to become active, compassionate and lifelong learners who understand
that other people, with their differences, can also be right. The IBO offers three
programs to a wide variety of schools located throughout the world: the Diploma
Program (DP), for students in the final two years of school before university; the Middle
Years Program (MYP), for students aged 11 to 16; and the Primary Years Program (PYP),
for students aged 3 to 12.The IBO provides IB world schools with: detailed curriculum
guidelines for each program and subject area; teacher training workshops; online access
to 3,000 education resources; subject area experts; discussion sessions with
teachers at IB schools throughout the world; external assessment of DP students’ work;
and, procedures for school-based (internal) assessment of student work
(http://www.ibo.org/ibo/index.cfm).
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The Model United Nations Program

The Model United Nations Program presents a unique and engaging opportunity for
students to learn about other cultures, current events and international relations in a
hands-on environment. From drafting resolutions in the General Assembly to resolving
crises in the Security Council, students learn through doing. Students in this program
study the major organizations of the United Nations from the Secretariat to the General
Assembly to the Court of Justice. They learn about the daily activities of the UN from
adopting resolutions to providing humanitarian relief to conducting peacekeeping
operations. Students also study major figures in international relations from individual
countries to regional coalitions to hon-governmental organizations. In sum, this program
teaches thorough understanding of the structure and workings of the UN. Students learn
skills needed to be effective participants in the model United Nations simulations.
Topics covered include: researching countries and issues; being a convincing and
effective representative; drafting resolutions and proposals; making persuasive
speeches and presentations; and the fundamentals of parliamentary procedure
(www.un.org/cyberschoolbus/modelun/index.html).

Partner/Sister Schools

Sister schools promote cross-cultural understanding by connecting districts in the state
with schools around the globe. Classrooms separated by border, culture, and geography
are united through similar interests and common principles. Students participate in
collaborative projects ranging from literature and social development to science and
technology. By connecting classrooms worldwide, the academic setting is used to
conquer ignorance, bridge cultural gaps, and create international friendships
(http://www.iearn.org).

Multicultural Curriculum

A multicultural curriculum celebrates racial and cultural diversity by allowing students to
learn about other cultures. It seeks to promote the valuing of diversity and equal
opportunity for all people through understanding of the contributions and perspectives
of people of differing race, ethnicity, culture, language, religion, gender, sexual orientation,
and physical abilities and disabilities. The following web site serves as a starting point for
teachers that wish to create a more inclusive, multicultural curriculum for their students
(http://www.mhhe.com/socscience/education/multi/curriculum.html).

IN NEW JERSEY
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International Education
in New Jersey:
Vision, Mission and Goals

Vision: New Jersey citizens have the requisite knowledge to live and
work effectively in a complex and dynamic world.

Mission: The creation of a systemic approach to ensure that all New
Jersey students are provided with the knowledge and skills to be able to
function culturally, politically and economically in a global society.

Goals:

1.

To help students understand, connect to and act on critical global
issues by integrating international perspectives into curricula in all
core curriculum content standards areas with special emphasis on:
world languages instruction that includes languages central to global
literacy and that are important for future economic and security
needs; and social studies instruction that focuses on global issues
and how to address them within the diverse social, political and
economic contexts that exist worldwide.

To connect student acquisition of international literacies to real
world experiences both in New Jersey and beyond state and
national borders.

To enhance teacher capacity for international teaching excellence
through pre-service education, professional development and
opportunities for exchange and study abroad.
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Summary of the
State of World Languages Implementation
in New Jersey

® The adoption of world languages standards in 1996 has led to the growth
of elementary and middle school world languages programs.

@ All students in grades K-8 are not receiving world languages instruction as
all districts have not yet fully implemented K-8 world languages programs.

® The quality of K-8 programs varies considerably regarding time and
frequency of instruction.

® There is considerable variation in what districts define as “having a
program”” Both quantitative and qualitative data reveal descriptions of
programs that do not provide learning environments that facilitate student
learning of a world language.

® Inadequate time allocations and poor program design in some K-8 programs
will not enable students to meet the outcomes defined in the standards.

@ Spanish is the language of choice in K-12 programs. Few districts offer
critical need languages such as Chinese or other Asian languages.

® Due to lack of comparative data, this report is not able to provide
information on increases or decreases in enrollments at the high school
level.

® There is noticeable integration of other content areas into the teaching of
world languages that reinforces content and concepts from other core
areas.

® Some districts reported meaningful initiatives, such as student exchanges
and sister schools, that are supportive of the study of world languages and
the goals of international education.
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Recommendations

1. Initiate effective strategies to foster the growth of quality K-8 world languages
programs that include:

® Underscoring for districts the importance of using the resources made
available by the department to develop pedagogically sound programs.
Such programs have a well designed curriculum closely aligned with both
the proficiency levels and benchmark grade levels in the world languages
standards, use age-appropriate instructional methodologies and employ a
variety of assessment strategies to measure student performance and
growth at regular intervals.

@ Addressing the variation in K-8 program quality by making available to
districts proficiency-based assessment options that will assist them in
determining if their current program design enables students to meet the
standards;

@® Providing the option for all K-12 world languages teachers to participate in
a no-cost online teacher training program to assist in developing world
languages programs designed to enhance students’ language proficiency;
and

@ Offering technical assistance to districts on how to use the data on student
learning as a strategy for directly improving teaching and learning in world
languages and for building district capacity to design and implement
effective standards-based programs.

2. Create a compliance action plan to address districts that are not in compliance with
the K-8 world languages mandate.
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Appendix:
District Summary Profile
of World Languages Programs
in K-8 2003-04

The Appendix that follows includes a summary of data reported for K-8 world languages
programs for each school in every New lJersey school district. Ungraded classes are
excluded in the profile, but there are some special service schools with specific grade
levels that are included. Where information was missing or inconsistently reported,
MISSING is indicated in the program field. For example, there are a few schools that
reported no world languages information, but report world languages teachers in the
department’s certified staff data. These have MISSING indicated in the sessions per week,
weeks per year column, etc. Additionally, if districts reported world languages
enrollment, but no program information, the word MISSING will be indicated in all
program fields.
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